
From: Casey, Carolyn
To: Zucker, Audrey
Subject: FW: USM Press Release FYI
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 9:23:00 AM
Attachments: USMPR-draftfinal.docx

 
 

From: Wainberg, Daniel 
Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:31 AM
To: 'Johnson, Stephen (DEP)' <Stephen.Johnson@MassMail.State.MA.US>; 'Miano, John (DEP)'
<john.miano@state.ma.us>
Cc: Casey, Carolyn <Casey.Carolyn@epa.gov>
Subject: USM Press Release
 
Hello Steve and Jack,
 
Our office is planning to issue a press release about the USM order/work. Please find it attached.  I
wanted to share the draft final with you before they send it out. Please let me know by COB 9/1/17 if
you have any concerns.  Thanks
 
Dan Wainberg
RCRA Corrective Action Section
EPA - New England
Office:  617.918.1283
Mobile: 617.413.4622
Fax:  617.918.0283
Wainberg.Daniel@epa.gov
 

From: Wainberg, Daniel 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2016 5:14 PM
To: Johnson, Stephen (DEP) <Stephen.Johnson@MassMail.State.MA.US>; Miano, John (DEP)
<john.miano@state.ma.us>
Cc: Zucker, Audrey <Zucker.Audrey@epa.gov>; Casey, Carolyn <Casey.Carolyn@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: USM
 
Thanks Steve. 
 
Dan Wainberg
RCRA Corrective Action Section
EPA - New England
Office:  617.918.1283
Mobile: 617.413.4622
Fax:  617.918.0283
Wainberg.Daniel@epa.gov
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More studies planned for former United Shoe Machinery in Beverly



[bookmark: _GoBack]The owners and operators of the former United Shoe Machinery facility in Beverly recently signed a settlement agreement with the US Environmental Protection Agency in which they agreed to do more environmental studies to confirm that the air is safe for schools, daycare centers and condominiums that operate there now.



Among the studies to be done at the facility, now called the Cummings Center, is a vapor intrusion study to evaluate the potential for hazardous air emissions in different locations, and a study of historic underground storage tanks to confirm all tanks have been removed or properly addressed. In addition, tests will be done to determine whether any PCB contamination remains and to evaluate capped areas to be sure all requirements for these areas are being met.



Finally, an ecological evaluation of the Shoe ponds will determine whether fish and other aquatic life face any risks. New Horizons Beverly, Beverly Commerce Park and Cummings Properties, who each either own or operate property at the Cummings Center, will be responsible for doing the work.



When the facility was owned and operated by other parties, it was used for a variety of industrial operations, including to construct shoe-manufacturing machinery and to develop and make glues, fasteners and electronic circuitry. In 1980, then-owner Emhart Machinery Group notified EPA that hazardous waste was treated, stored or disposed of at the facility, making the facility subject to cleanup under the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. Historically, hazardous wastes at the facility included chlorinated solvents, polychlorinated biphenyls, paints and sludges.  



Since the facility closed in about 1987, extensive cleanup work has been done, including a comprehensive cleanup by a licensed site professional through the hazardous waste cleanup program run by the state of Massachusetts. After the facility was redeveloped for commercial use, the parties that settled with EPA allowed schools and daycares to open on the property without doing adequate indoor air studies to make sure the facility was safe for these uses.   



Two rounds of indoor air sampling were done between September 2012 and August 2015 to assess indoor air quality in three buildings where children were going to school or day care. The data does not indicate a significant risk from vapor intrusion, but it did indicate that further evaluation of the vapor intrusion pathway is needed. 



EPA and Massachusetts continue to review environmental conditions due to the historic presence of hazardous waste and subsequent cleanup at the facility.  





From: Johnson, Stephen (DEP) [mailto:Stephen.Johnson@MassMail.State.MA.US] 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2016 5:13 PM
To: Wainberg, Daniel <Wainberg.Daniel@epa.gov>; Miano, John (DEP) <john.miano@state.ma.us>
Cc: Zucker, Audrey <Zucker.Audrey@epa.gov>; Casey, Carolyn <Casey.Carolyn@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: USM
 
I have no problems with that statement whatsoever.
 
Steve Johnson
MassDEP
 

From: Wainberg, Daniel [mailto:Wainberg.Daniel@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2016 3:36 PM
To: Johnson, Stephen (DEP); Miano, John (DEP)
Cc: Zucker, Audrey; Casey, Carolyn
Subject: USM
 
Hello Steve and Jack,
 
Thanks for your time last week.  The conversation was helpful.  In anticipation of USM potentially
asking us if DEP is pursuing a formal audit, I would picture our team providing a response like this if
asked: 
 
DEP has reviewed the current AUL is not pursuing a more formal audit, but there is concern for both
EPA and DEP that the data in the Elliott landing area is limited therefore EPA is not comfortable
excluding that area from the scope of work needed. 
 
Let me know if you have any concerns with this.  Thanks
 
Dan Wainberg
RCRA Corrective Action Section
EPA - New England
Office:  617.918.1283
Mobile: 617.413.4622
Fax:  617.918.0283
Wainberg.Daniel@epa.gov
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